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Our Mission 

Our feminist mission is to enable every student to forge a strong identity, empowered to 
make their mark in the world. 

We are proud to be a centre of excellence and innovation for girls’ education. 
 

We nurture aspirations and support each student to discover their dreams and 
ambitions. We empower girls to take risks and to develop the confidence, leadership 
attributes, and cooperative relationships that enable them to flourish academically, 
socially and personally. 

Students are educated to be inclusive global citizens, enabled to speak out, and make a 
positive difference to the world now and in the future. 

 
We believe that achievement and happiness are inextricably linked and we are 
committed to enabling both. 
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Parliament Hill Curriculum Policy. Our mission: 

Our feminist mission is to enable every student to forge a strong identity, empowered to 
make their mark in the world. 

We are proud to be a centre of excellence and innovation for girls’ education. 

We nurture aspirations and support each student to discover their dreams and ambitions. 
We empower girls to take risks and to develop the confidence, leadership attributes, and 
cooperative relationships that enable them to flourish academically, socially and personally. 

Students are educated to be inclusive global citizens, enabled to speak out, and make a 
positive difference to the world now and in the future. 

We believe that achievement and happiness are inextricably linked and we are committed to 
enabling both. 

Curriculum Intent 

Our curriculum is a vehicle for social mobility transforming lives and communities. Our 
purpose is to enable every young person to discover their interests and passions, 
empowering them to realise their potential. 

We want students to think hard as critical and analytical learners. We recognise that young 
people want to be part of the national conversation about what constitutes powerful 
knowledge and we are committed to listening to their voices which inform ongoing work on 
diversifying the curriculum and teaching about the issues that are important to them. 

Our curriculum is broad and balanced. We believe that it is important to give students the 
time and space to discover their individual academic interests without specialising too early. 
We recognise the importance of developing the academic confidence of girls in maths and 
science and we are a centre of academic excellence in these areas. Our curriculum supports 
high numbers of students into the humanities and English post 16 and we are committed to 
the creative and performing arts. 

Across the curriculum, we develop high levels of literacy and numeracy and the powerful 
academic knowledge and skills that enable students to hold their own academically in the 
future. 

We aim to nurture lifelong learners who are adaptive to change and can relearn and gain 
new knowledge, skills and interests throughout life. Our aim is that our curriculum will create 
potential for growth in the future. 

Curriculum Design Principles 
Our Curriculum: 

• Is organised in a coherent sequential order, based on an understanding of how students learn 
and make progress 

• Asks big questions and teaches the threshold concepts and knowledge to secure mastery 
across subjects 

• Embeds deep learning, understanding and knowledge that sticks and can be applied by 
students with fluency 

• Empowers students to work their knowledge so that it becomes flexible and powerful 
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• Interleaves and spaces practice to embed learning in long-term memory so students revisit 
core concepts and skills 

• Identifies and anticipates likely misconceptions and plans to address these 

• Is underpinned by rigorous and well considered assessment to evaluate the impact of our 
curriculum planning on student learning, focussing on how students can improve (see 
Assessment Policy) 

• Is based on understanding that curriculum planning is underpinned by subject specific 
pedagogical models 

Curriculum Implementation 

We teach a two week curriculum of 50 one hour lessons over a fortnight. 

Key Stage 3 (11 – 14 years) 

Students at KS3 follow the requirements of the National Curriculum. 

The curriculum for years 7, 8 and 9 consists of (hours are shown per two week cycle): 
 

Core Subjects Year 7 (hours) Year 8 (hours) Year 9 (hours) 

English 7 7 7 

Mathematics 8 8 8 

Science 6 6 6 

 

Foundation Subjects Year 7 (hours) Year 8 (hours) Year 9 (hours) 

Art 2 2 2 

Citizenship and PHSEE 3 3 3 

Computer Science 1 1 1 

Design and Technology 2 2 2 

Drama 2 2 2 

Food & Nutrition 1 1 1 

Geography 3 3 3 

History 3 3 3 

MFL French or Spanish 4 4 4 

Music 2 2 2 

PE & Dance 4 4 4 

Religious Education 2 2 2 
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KS3- KS4 Transition Arrangements 
Year 9 choose their options in spring term. To support their transition into key stage 4 and to meet the 
increased demands and content of the Ks4 curriculum, students begin their GCSE course in the second 
half of summer term. 

Key Stage 4 (14 – 16 years) 

At key stage 4, students continue to follow a broad and balanced curriculum which allows scope for 
each individual to develop particular interests whilst ensuring that future educational pathways 
remain open. All students in years 10 and 11 follow the statutory requirements of the National 
Curriculum. 
During the Year 9 options process, students are encouraged to research and choose a wide range of 
subjects and to focus on what they know they are good at, both in terms of subjects and skill, as well 
as a career they would like to pursue later in life. They are informed about the Ebacc and GCSE and A 
level facilitating subjects, but also encouraged to choose the subjects which, best meet their needs 
and aspirations. In addition, every student in year 10 and 11 receives careers education and guidance 
through a range of opportunities. 
Hours per fortnight are shown below: 

Core/Compulsory Subjects Year 10 Year 11 

English Language and Literature 8 9 

Mathematics 8 8 

Science (Triple or Combined) 9 12 

Core PE 4 4 

Citizenship or Religious Education 5 4 

Students then choose 3 further option subjects from: 

Options Year 10 (hours) Year 11 (hours) 

Art and Design 6 5 

Business Studies/ BTEC Enterprise 6 5 

Child Development (NCFE) 6 5 

Computer Science 6 5 

Dance 6 5 

Design Technology 6 5 

Drama 6 5 

Food and Nutrition 6 5 

French 6 5 

Geography 6 5 

BTEC Health and Social Care 6 5 
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History 6 5 

Media Studies 6 5 

Music 6 5 

Physical Education 6 5 

Spanish 6 5 

Prince’s Trust Achieve 6 5 

Community Languages  

 
Community Languages 
If a student speaks a community language at home, they may be able to take a GCSE in it. Students 
are not able to study a community language as one of their options. However, the school will 
facilitate entry. Examinations can be sat in either Year 10 or 11. The languages we offer at GCSE are: 

 
Arabic 
Bengali 
Cantonese 
French 
German 
Greek 
Italian 
Persian (Farsi) 
Polish 
Portuguese 
Russian 
Turkish 
Urdu 

Key Stage 4 Curriculum Pathways 

To support students in selecting option subjects we offer three pathways. 
 

The Purple Pathway: meets the requirements of the English Baccalaureate (EBacc). Students take 
Geography or History and Spanish or French. They will then choose one further option subject. This is 
the pathway that we encourage most students to choose. 

 
The Blue Pathway: requires students to take at least one EBacc subject. Students must choose either 
History, Geography, French or Spanish. They then choose two other options. 

 
The Orange Pathway: provides additional support for students to ensure that they make excellent 
progress and fulfil their potential at Key Stage 4. They will take the Prince’s Trust Achieve 
Programme, a personal development employability course which supports young people to develop 
their learning and life skills. They will then choose two further options. Students considering this 
pathway will be guided by the SEND team. 
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Key Stage 4 Reserve Choices 

We endeavour to create a timetable, which offers the opportunity for as many different combinations 
of subjects as possible. However, timetabling constraints mean that some combinations are not 
possible. Low take up of a subject may mean that running a ks4 group is not viable in which case 
students will be offered their reserve choice as an alternative. 

 
Key Stage 4 Course Changes 

 
Year 9 students start their Key Stage 4 course in the second half of summer term. In exceptional 
circumstances it may be possible to change course during this half term. However, course changes 
cannot be accommodated after this point i.e. after the end of Year 9. 

 
Careers’ Education & Higher Education Guidance 

The purpose of Parliament Hill’s Careers’ Education and Higher Education Guidance is to raise the 
aspirations of all students. The activities and guidance support academic achievement and help to 
prepare them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. 

 
At Key Stage 3 and 4, careers education at PHS is delivered through Citizenship, the tutorial and 
assembly programmes, as well as discrete whole-day and half-day learning experiences. This also 
includes one to one opportunities with experts and professionals from different professional 
backgrounds with a focus on students whose parents have never been to a university. 

 
In year 9 students are provided the opportunity to visit Russell Group Universities based on the 
screen around their interests and future aspirations. As well as tailored support around option 
choices, Year 9 students benefit from a Raising Aspirations and Careers Carousel day. This is 
supplemented by other trips and visits to higher education. 

 
We have partnerships with a number of local employers and professional organisations that support 
our careers and work-related learning activities. All of our Year 10 students have a week of work 
experience at the end of the summer term. During their time at Parliament Hill students participate 
in visits to a range of universities including Russell Group and Oxbridge. Some selected students have 
the opportunity to visit more than one university to give them a better chance of selecting their 
pathways. 

 
Careers guidance is provided by our Careers and Enrichment Adviser and independent Careers and 
Connexions professional who work with students on a one-to-one basis. All Year 11 students are 
offered at least one careers guidance interview. Targeted high achievers sit Morrisby tests and 
receive additional advice and guidance. 

 
The aspirations and engagement of students who are eligible for the Pupil Premium is carefully 
monitored and individualised opportunities are offered to enhance their educational experience. 
Through our partnership with Inspire, we aim to ensure equality of provision to high quality work 
experience placements for this group of girls in particular. At Key Stage 5, there is a well-defined 
careers and higher education guidance delivered through the PHSEE programme, the tutorial system 
and with the support of our HE Adviser. 
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Personal Development 

‘Students are educated to be inclusive global citizens, enabled to speak out, and make a positive 
difference to the world now and in the future’ 

 
Our personal development curriculum gives students valuable opportunities to discover their 
passions and interests. It raises aspirations, self- esteem and social outcomes. They are taught to 
understand the need to protect our environment, stand up and speak out against prejudice in all 
forms and to take action locally, nationally and globally on social and environmental issues. 

 
Our curriculum is accessible and inclusive for all students. E.g. SEND, LGBTQ+ 

 
Parliament Hill’s personal development curriculum is covered through the wider curriculum as well as 
through discrete lessons. It is underpinned by clear policies and procedures. 

 
Students are enabled to actively participate, showing kindness, consideration and an understanding 
of how to keep themselves safe. Students make decisions that strengthen them personally and 
contribute to building their character. All are empowered to take advantage of every opportunity for 
growth and success. 

 
Through our provision we: 
• enable students to develop self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence; 

• enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law of England; 
 

• encourage students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to understand 
how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the locality of the 
school and to society more widely; 

• enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions and 
services in England; 

• promote further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling students 
to acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and other cultures; 

• encourage respect for other people; 
 

• encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic processes, 
including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in England. 

 
In promoting British values we work with DfE guidance: 
Promoting fundamental British values as part of SMSC in schools. Department Advice (November 
2014) 

 
Religious Education and Citizenship 

The Citizenship curriculum is designed to encourage students to become active participants in their 
community through an understanding of their rights and responsibilities, and the impact they have 
on others. Students cover a wider range of subjects including government and politics, issues related 
to diversity and inclusion, the role of the media, personal finance as well as designing their own 
social action campaign. These skills are developed throughout Key Stage 3 and 4. 
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Our Religious Education curriculum at Ks3 follows Camden’s ‘Living Difference III syllabus’. The full 
GCSE course in Religious Studies: Philosophy and Ethics is offered to students at Ks4. 

We aim for all students to: 
- Learn to understand and respect different religions, beliefs, values and traditions and 

to understand their influence on individuals, societies and communities; 

- Explore different issues within, across and between faiths and to consider questions 
of meaning and purpose in life; 

- Learn about religious and ethical teaching, enabling them to make reasoned and 
informed judgements about religious and moral issues; 

- Develop a sense of identity and belonging, preparing students for adult life as 
citizens in a plural society; 

- Develop skills of enquiry and response in analysis, expression, reflection, evaluation 
and application, through the use of distinctive language, listening and empathy. 

 
Any parent or guardian who does not wish their child to take part in Religious Education should write 
to the head teacher requesting withdrawal. An appointment will be made to discuss the issues involved 
before making a final decision. 

 

 
STEAM 

STEAM is an acronym for Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Technology. We 
believe that addressing STEM and creativity together provides students with the skills and 
knowledge that are of value in our local community and economy. We work closely with 
scientific, digital and creative employers through Camden’s STEAM hub. STEAM projects 
take an interdisciplinary approach that enables young people to connect their learning in 
order to problem solve and create solutions to STEAM challenges. 

Our Design and Technology curriculum provides girls with the experience needed for post16 
study with pathways into higher education and employment in engineering, computing and 
design. 

 
Relationships and Sex Education 

 
Governors and staff of Parliament Hill believe that Relationships & Sex Education forms a vital part of 
the broad curriculum offered to the students, and to which they are entitled. It is taught as part of 
the Personal, Social, Health, Economic and Citizenship Education programme (PSHECE). 

 
The programme closely follows the guidance received by the Department of Education and 

includes learning about growing up, puberty, contraception, healthy peer and sexual relationships, 

sexually transmitted diseases, HIV & AIDS. Specifically, the school aims to: 

• Develop self-esteem and a positive self-image 
• Facilitate growth and personal development, recognising the belief that the development is a 

positive part of personal growth, and that forming personal relationships is an enjoyable part 
of growing up 
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• Encourage self-empowerment and assertiveness (so young people may be more in control of 
choices that affect their own lives and those of others) 

• Create a positive and secure environment for open discussion and support 
• Encourage opportunities for students to share and explore values, feelings and attitudes, and 

to engender respect for the views of cultures other than their own 
• Promote the development of skills necessary to build healthy and positive relationships, such 

as communication and decision making 
• Foster the capacity to make loving, caring and non-exploitative relationships as friends, 

family members, parents and sexual partners 
• Enable young people to consider the responsibilities of sexual relationships within a social 

and moral context 
• Enable young people to learn how to give and how to use available support· 
• Enable young people to consider the nature of marriage and civil partnership and its role in 

family life 
• Give our students information on growth, development and sexual health so that they are 

able to make informed decisions 
Parents have the right to withdraw their daughters from part of Relationships and Sex Education, 
though this is not encouraged. Any parent who does not wish their child to take part in Relationships 
and Sex Education lessons should write to the Headteacher. 

See PHS Sex and Relationships Education policy 
 

Learning Support 

Prior to starting at Parliament Hill School we arrange for all students sit the CATs tests, which provide 
information on the students’ verbal, non-verbal, quantative (numeracy) and spatial skills. In addition 
to this we test reading and spelling in order to assess students’ levels of literacy. We use this 
information to help us identify young people with additional learning needs. Other information 
collected before your daughter starts at Parliament Hill includes, primary school advice and 
assessment and most importantly an interview with parents and students. 

If a child is thought to have special educational needs, they are recorded on the SEND profile in line 
with government guidelines. Pupils may be included on the SEND register for: 

 
• Communication and interaction (C&I) 
• Cognition and learning (C&L) 
• Social, emotional and mental health needs (SEMHN) 
• Sensory and/or physical disability (SD or PD) 

 
At Parliament Hill School, we aim to include all learners in mainstream lessons. Quality first teaching 
and adaptive teaching are our first priorities for ensuring that all students are able to access the 
curriculum. Staff are provided with individual personalised plans for any student on the SEND profile, 
which outline the student’s strengths, needs and strategies for support. This plan is reviewed during 
the year and we ask parents/carers to meet with a member of the Learning Development Team at 
Parents’ Evenings to discuss face to face. 

Other support can include: 

• Shared in class support from another adult 
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• Nurture groups for maths and English (smaller classes with two adults) 
• Small withdrawal groups for literacy or numeracy 
• Spelling interventions – 1:1 or small group 
• Speech, language and communication skills groups 
• Working memory and revision strategies 
• Referral to outside agencies 

 
Students’ progress is reviewed through the school’s system of assessment, reporting and parent 
consultation evenings. Annual Review Meetings are held for all students with an EHCP. 

We have a link governor with specific responsibility for SEND. In 2022-3 Parliament Hill’s link governor 
for SEND is Danny Silverstone (Chair of Governors). The school’s Special Needs Policy provides more 
detail and has been updated in line with the new SEND guidelines. 

Home Learning 
Homework or home learning contributes to learning in school and to the deepening of 
learners’ knowledge and understanding and the development of their skills. It is an important 
tool in the development of learners’ independent learning skills as well as good preparation 
for life-long learning. Each student is given homework in each subject according to the 
school’s homework timetable and homework policy. 

 
Homework: 

 
• consolidates learners’ knowledge, understanding and skills applied through opportunities for 

regular practice; 
• Prepares learners for the next lesson. By rehearsing forgotten information learners are 

supported in forming long term memories; 
• extends learners’ learning through shorter and extended tasks to engage and inspire; 
• links classroom learning to the wider world; 
• provides opportunities for reflection and creativity; 
• develops self-discipline and self-management (organisation and time-management skills in 

meeting deadlines) through independent study; 
• Develops digital learning skills 

 
See Home Learning Policy – Appendix below 

Extra & Co-Curricular Provision 

There are many opportunities beyond the timetabled curriculum for students to learn and enjoy 
themselves. We believe that extra- curricular activities deepen students’ interest in and engagement 
with the outside world, add richness and relevance to their academic work, and build confidence and 
resilience while developing talents and abilities. We aim for all students to be involved in at least one 
co-curricular activity per year. 

Our aim is that all students have the opportunity to participate in one educational trip per year. Year 
8 have the opportunity to attend a residential trip. Typical opportunities include: 

https://www.parliamenthill.camden.sch.uk/docs/policies/School_Home_Learning_Policy_Dec_2023.pdf
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- Duke of Edinburgh 

- Debating, including national competitions 
- Model United Nations 

- Sport and Camden Shield competitions 

- Climate Action Group 

- School musical and drama productions 

- Orchestra, choirs, jazz band, string quartets 
 
 

 
Groupings Policy 

We are a six form entry school with six tutor groups in each year group. Tutor group based classes 
comprise 30 students. Point groups consist of students from across tutor groups and are sometimes 
smaller in size. 

Year 7 

In year 7, students are mostly taught in their mixed-ability tutor and point groups. Setting supports 
learning in Maths and in English small nurture group and provided for students who require additional 
support. 

Year 8 - 9 

Setting continues in Maths and the small nurture groups in English. During key stage 3, we regularly 
review the composition of teaching groups to ensure they are productive and effective groupings. New 
mixed ability teaching groups are created as students move into year 8. 

From year 9 some setting is introduced in Science depending on the cohort. In PE, students who are 
interested in taking PE or Dance at Ks4 have opportunities to work together in separate groups. 

Key Stage 4 

Setting continues in Maths and the small nurture groups in English. 

There are some entry requirements for Music and Triple Science (see Year 9 Options information). In 
other subjects students are taught in mixed ability teaching groups. 

 

 
Key Stage 5 (16 – 19): Post – 16 Curriculum 

Parliament Hill is part of the LaSWAP Consortium with La Sainte Union, Acland Burghley and William 
Ellis. We plan our provision together and offer an excellent choice of high-quality post-16 courses, 
delivering a wide range of A-level courses. We also run a number of Level 2 BTEC and Level 3 
Vocational courses across the 4 schools as well as offering NVQ qualifications in Sports and 
Recreation in partnership with Talacre Sports Centre in Kentish Town. 

The four schools in the LaSWAP, work closely to offer a broad and diverse Key Stage 5 curriculum that 
meets the needs of our student intake, and reflects the range of ability on entry. With four schools 
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contributing to the curriculum offer, we have the flexibility to offer subjects in almost any 
combination. 
The KS5 curriculum pathways are planned to provide suitable and coherent progression routes for all 
our students, so that Level 2 learners may progress to an Apprenticeship, Level 3 BTEC, T Level or A 
level courses. Our Level 3 students are well prepared for entry to Degree Courses in Higher 
Education, an Apprenticeship or employment. 

 
 
 

 
LaSWAP Curriculum Intent Our post 

-16 Curriculum: 
 

- Provides exceptional choice and expert teaching supporting student to progress onto their 

chosen destinations regardless of their starting points 

- Supports all students to experience academic success through the acquisition of powerful 

knowledge and transferable skills 

- Develops curious students who are principled and open minded and eager to engage with the 

world around them 

- Ensures that all students emerge as lifelong and reflective learners who are active citizens in the 

communities in which they live, learn and work 

- Empowers students to make principled decisions that secure healthy relationships that keep 

them physically and emotionally safe 

- Ensure students are self-aware, mature individuals who are confident to articulate their views, 

value diversity and engage constructively with those who have alternative perspectives 

- Ensures that students are able to confidently move on to the next stage of life, proud of their 

place in the world and empowered to participate 

 
Full information about the LaSWAP curriculum can be found here: 

https://www.laswap.camden.sch.uk/
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Appendix 

Parliament Hill School 

Home Learning Policy 

Background 

The regular setting of high quality, engaging and suitably challenging homework or home learning 
contributes to high quality learning in school and therefore promotes rapid progress. It is an 
important tool in the development of learners’ independent learning and thinking skills, as well as 
good preparation for life-long learning. 

Homework: 

• consolidates learners’ knowledge, understanding and skills applied through opportunities for 
regular practice; 

• Prepares learners for the next lesson. By rehearsing forgotten information learners are 
supported in forming long term memories; 

• extends learners’ learning through shorter and extended tasks to engage and inspire; 
• links classroom learning to the wider world; 
• provides opportunities for reflection and creativity; 
• develops self-discipline and self-management (organisation and time-management skills in 

meeting deadlines) through independent study; 
• Develops digital learning skills 

Aims 

We believe homework is a major communication link between home and school, with both the 
parents, carers and teachers involved in supporting children and young people’s learning. It will be 
set regularly and with clear explanations for its purpose, what is to be achieved and by when. 

Homework should be challenging but accessible, meaningful, relevant and engaging. It should: 

• be clearly related to ongoing classroom learning – the purpose should be communicated; 
• be challenging but not too difficult for each learner in the class (adapted appropriately); 
• give opportunities to re-visit new knowledge through recall and practice; 
• have clear ‘success criteria’ where appropriate; 
• promote understanding and self-confidence; 
• be used for preparation for further learning in the classroom; 
• be acknowledged and recorded; 
• be used by teachers to identify areas of misconception or misunderstanding; 
• be rewarded through Parli points, letters and/or postcards home for consistent engagement; 
• allow opportunities for individual initiative and creativity through occasional independent 

learning projects. 
 

Implementation 

Homework is set in each subject according to the school’s homework timetable (KS3) and homework 
policy. The frequency of homework set will vary according to subject. English, Maths and Science set 
weekly homework assignments at KS3 and KS4. At KS4, each option subject will set a weekly 
homework assignment. At KS3 subjects set fortnightly assignments. 
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The intrinsic value of homework activities is far more important than the precise amount of time 
devoted to them. The amount of time a learner spends on their homework will vary according to age 
and need, but below are our guidelines for teachers, parents, carers and students. 

 
 

Guidelines: 
 

Year group Per subject Per day 
7 30 – 45 mins 45 – 90 mins 
8 30 – 45 mins 45 – 90 mins 
9 45 – 60 mins 1 -2 hours 
10 1hr 1.5 – 2.5 hours 
11 1hr 1.5 – 2.5 hours 
Sixth Form (includes time-tabled 
independent study time) 

2-5 hours 2 - 3 hours 

Office 365 and Microsoft Teams 

All homework will be set by teachers via Microsoft Teams. This will clearly state the subject and the 
topic with an indication of how long it should take i.e. ‘Maths HW, Sparx Percentages practice, 
30min.’ For most assignments there will be a clear written explanation and where appropriate, a 
success criteria (rubric). The deadline for the assignment will be set and students should check their 
assignments daily. 

Students are expected to have a suitable device for accessing Teams at home. The school can 
support families who cannot provide a suitable, reliable device. Students can also access their Teams 
account in the school library at break times and after school and there are weekly homework clubs 
for each year group. 

Students receive a ‘planner’ to bring to school everyday. This is an additional resource for recording 
and organising home learning. Teachers will remind students of their homework assignments and 
dedicate some lesson time each week to answer questions, clarify expectations and explain the 
purpose of the task. 

Types of homework 

Homework tasks will provide an opportunity to recall and rehearse knowledge learnt in the 
classroom or to prepare for the next lesson. This could include; 

• multiple choice quizzing using Microsoft Forms; 
• practicing short exam style questions; 
• conducting a survey/opinion poll and concluding their results; 
• investigating a problem and putting forward one or more written solutions; 
• preparing a first draft of writing or proof-reading and editing a draft; 
• an interactive online task using web applications; 
• preparing charts, graphs and presenting or analysing information in a variety of ways; 
• reading a newspaper or a book and summarising and evaluating what they have read and 

learnt; 
• recording an interview with someone, family or otherwise; 
• recording a story, poem, written article, language vocabulary; 
• sketching diagrams, buildings or objects; 
• structured preparation for a test or examination/completing practice examination papers; 
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• visiting a local library or shop or place and recording their findings; 
• watching a video and producing written evidence which supports their learning; or 
• writing and practicing an oral presentation to their peers and/or group of adults/staff. 

The work completed at home must be clearly indicated by ‘H/W’ if written into a classwork book. 
 

 
Independent Learning Projects 

Projects and long essays are appropriate homework in some subjects. They will be planned and 
structured to enable students to have clear weekly or fortnightly outcomes. Homework booklets may 
be used to facilitate this. 

Homework deadlines 

We expect all learners to meet homework deadlines. One of our objectives is to teach young people 
independent learning skills and one of these skills is time-management. Therefore, homework must 
be submitted on the date set by the teacher. We ask that Parents/Carers contact the pastoral team if 
there is a reason why the deadline cannot be met or if there are any barriers to accessing the work 
on Teams. 

Failure to hand in homework 

Teachers will record failure to complete homework and a text message will be sent to notify a 
parent. The class teacher may ask the student to meet with them at break or lunch to complete part 
of the task or to discuss the reasons for non-completion. Students are expected to comply with these 
instructions according to the school behaviour policy. 

Tutors and Achievement Team Leaders will monitor students’ homework records and identify 
students who are persistently missing deadline for a compulsory home learning intervention after 
school. Any concerns about students repeatedly missing homework deadlines will be communicated 
with parents by class teachers. 

Feedback and assessment of homework 

Homework will be acknowledged through self, peer and teacher-marking and/or other assessment. 
Teachers are expected to mark homework in accordance with the Assessment, Recording and 
Reporting (ARR) Policy. Teachers may decide to mark a sample of homework for each class and give 
whole-class feedback or use rubrics or voice recorded feedback on Teams. 

Roles and Responsibilities 

All teachers are responsible for: 

• setting homework in accordance with the school and department policies, department 
schemes of work, and homework timetables; 

• keeping an accurate and up-to-date record of homework set and deadlines met; 
• ensuring that where appropriate learners give homework a title and date, and identify the 

start of homework with ‘H/W’ if completed in a classwork book; 
• communicating to parents, carers and tutors in students’ planners when homework is 

consistently not completed by the set deadline; 
• marking the homework in line with this and the school Assessment, Recording and Reporting 

Policy; 
• recording missed homework on the digital platform. 
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Learners are responsible for: 

• Checking Teams regularly for assignments 
• recording details of homework into their planner; 
• Writing the title, date and letters ‘H/W’ and date to clearly show the start of homework in 

their exercise books; 
• completing all homework to the best of their ability; 
• recording that homework has been completed in their planner; 
• submitting all homework on time and clicking on ‘Turn In’ on every assignment; 
• discussing problems with homework with the teacher and/or their form tutor before the 

deadline; 
• asking parents/carers to sign their planner weekly; 
• making improvements to homework in response to feedback/assessment. 

Tutors are responsible for: 

• weekly monitoring of planner use and making sure all homework is recorded properly; 
• Explaining the importance of homework to tutees on a regular basis; 
• Celebrating students who are meeting deadlines and completing assignments to a high 

standard; 
• feeding back to their Achievement Team Leader any relevant information about homework, 

such as concerns about the quantity or frequency of homework, or which tutees are not 
recording or completing it as they should. 

• Putting students on a tutor report if there is a homework concern; 
• Answering parental enquiries in relation to homework (this may involve passing on the 

information to the relevant Team Leader or classroom teacher) 
• Reminding students that they should have a suitable device at home to use when completing 

home learning tasks and communicating any IT issues with the Achievement Team Leader. 
Achievement Team Leaders (ATLs) are responsible for: 

• communicating the homework timetable to learners and parents/carers in the first week of 
the autumn term; 

• ensuring tutors discharge their responsibilities as above; reviewing the nature and 
appropriateness of homework set across the year group as a whole; 

• half-termly monitoring of the use of planners for recording homework across the year group 
and feeding back to relevant tutors, teachers, Team Leaders and their Senior Leadership 
Team line-manager. 

• Regular monitoring of digital behaviour records (Behaviour Watch) in order to identify 
persistent non-completers and a suitable intervention. 

• Regularly visiting the weekly Homework club and praising and rewarding students who are 
regularly completing homework to a high standard. 

• Identifying Students who require additional support with Home Learning to attend half 
termly home learning support sessions after school 

Team Leaders are responsible for: 

• a departmental homework policy which is in line with the school policy; 
• ensuring homework is clearly written into schemes of work; 
• ensuring homework is set, recorded and assessed consistently across the department; 
• supporting their team in the development of effective homework strategies that can be 

adapted to meet the needs of all learners; 
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• working with their departments to ensure that all students are challenged by home learning 
tasks; 

• exploring innovative approaches to homework and sharing good practice across the 
department; 

• modelling and communicating best practice to all members of the department; 
• supporting teaching staff in effectively dealing with learners who persistently miss 

homework deadlines, e.g. by attending meetings with parents/carers; 
• half-termly monitoring and evaluating of practice, e.g. through Teams sampling and lesson 

observations. 
• Using Teams to set home learning for classes if a teacher is absent. 

The Senior Leadership Team is responsible for: 

• reviewing and updating the Homework Policy; 
• identifying effective homework strategies and sharing good practice across all departments; 
• regularly monitoring the implementation of the homework policy throughout the year; 
• ensuring staff and students are trained in using Microsoft Teams; 
• addressing the digital divide by providing devices to families where possible; 
• reporting to Governors on the homework policy and its implementation. 

Parents and carers are responsible for: 

• taking a daily interest in their child’s homework and discussing what needs to be done; 
• Reviewing the weekly email from Microsoft Teams with their child and helping them to plan 

their time; 
• Speaking to their child about any text messages or phone calls received from staff regarding 

homework completion; 
• checking their child’s planner for homework set and notes from teachers about homework 

not completed; 
• ensuring where possible that their child has a quiet place to complete their homework; 
• Ensuring where possible that their child has a suitable device (laptop or tablet) which 

provides reliable access to Microsoft Teams and a keyboard; 
• supporting their child in completing their homework and meeting deadlines; 
• Contacting the pastoral team if there are reasons students cannot complete the homework 

by the deadline; 
• supporting teachers when homework deadlines are persistently not met by discussing 

concerns with their child, and attending meetings. 
Governors are responsible for: 

• liaising with their link Team Leader about homework provision; 
• keeping up-to-date with developments in homework. 

 
Monitoring and Evaluation 

To achieve consistency and the highest standards in the use of homework, all leaders have a 
responsibility to monitor and evaluate the homework policy (see roles and responsibilities). A quality 
assurance schedule will be outlined by the SLT at the start of the school year and ATLs and TLs should 
schedule their own monitoring in line with this. Outcomes of monitoring are to be communicated to 
all relevant staff and opportunities for professional development and further monitoring arranged if 
there is need. 



18  

Additional notes / resources 

The Learning Support Department is responsible for: 

• ensuring that teachers are aware of the learning entitlement for learners with special 
educational needs and disabilities (SEND); 

• advising Team Leaders on strategies that will enable students with SEND to complete 
homework; 

• providing homework support clubs at lunchtime and/or after-school; 
• communicating best practice to Team Leaders. 

The Librarian is responsible for: 

• supporting learners in finding resources for their homework tasks outside of lesson time; 
• providing the library with specific materials requested by teachers (where the budget 

allows). 
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